
We have exciting updates on the commitments that 13000 got from decision makers on our 3 issues at the April 16 
HOPE Nehemiah Action!

1)  Elder Care:  In a meeting this weeek with County Administrator Mike Merrill we learned the proposed 2019 
County Budget allots the Department of Aging Services an additional $1.5 million (on top of the 2018 Budget 
increase of $1.5 million) and potentially more for in-home services for seniors. The County Staff believe this 
increase in funding will allow all seniors on the 2,500 wait list to receive services, which is great news. Also as we 
asked, Aging Services will begin publishing quarterly reports in July on seniors served and number waiting for 
services so information is readily and easily accessible to the public.

2)  Affordable Housing:  We also learned that the proposed 2019 Budget allots the Department of Affordable 
Housing $3 million in local funds, with the hopes to increase to $5 million. This is also great news! It is local public 
funding for affordable housing, which we have been pushing for, but it's not yet dedicated annual funding of $10 
million needed to develop and rehab housing affordable for working famlies and seniors with low incomes. Also, an 
Affordable Housing Fund isn't established to clearly define how the funds can be used and how to access it. Yet, $3 
- $5 million is a good step in the right direction and we will keep working to ensure it's only the beginning. 

3)  Civil Citations: During 10 months from August - May, 673 children in Hillsborough County were given Civil Cita-
tions instead of arrests, with 32% of the Civil Citations for juvenile misdemeanor marijuana possession. This gives 
children a chance to avoid lifelong criminal records! Also, the County has been working to secure facilities so 
children in domestic violence situations have a safe place to go without having to be arrested. We look forward to 
this further expansion of the local policy being implemented by October, and celebrating it at our October 22 
Convention! See attached article

The recommended 2019 County Budget is on the Hillsborough County Website (over 300 pages), but it still requires 
approval from the Board of County Commissioners. It will be important for us to stay engaged from July - Septem-
ber by attending prioritized BOCC Meetings, Budget Workshops, and Budget Public Hearings to ensure Commission-
ers approve needed funding for elder care and affordable housing. 

The progress this year on our three issues would not happen without the dedication and persistence of you and 
other leaders. When we listen, research, strategize, and unite in large numbers, we can make a difference -- bring-
ing Hillsborough County closer to the beloved community God intended. 

When we invest in the HOPE justice ministry there is a return! We are able to make sure seniors receive basic 
services, children are not criminalized for life, and working families can have a decent affordable place to call home. 
We want to continue and build this important work, so every individual investment counts! Currently we have 
$38,000 in toward our $55,000 individual invesments goal, so we still have a ways to go. Yet, if 85 more people 
invest at least $200, we can reach our goal! Our next reporting is at the July 9 HOPE Executive Committee Meeting, 
so please turrn in your investment and ask others to invest in this great work so we get it done!

Also, on another note, please remember our Listening Process Training and Kickoff is Monday, August 27 at 6:30 
pm. Make sure this is on your calendars so you and other leaders in your congregation are ready to hold successful 
and powerful "house meetings" between August 28 and October 8. This is where we will surface stories and identi-
fy community problem areas we may work on, deepen relationships with friends, family and others within our 
congregations, and build the power of our justice ministries. A successful Listening Process engaging at least 500 
people will lay a strong foundation for a powerful 2019 Nehemiah Action! 

May God bless you and your family as we continue doing this important justice work together. 

HOPE Staff


